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The status of the veterinary nurse is 
developing from that of a vocation to-
wards that of a profession. One step 

towards this in the UK is the non-statutory reg-
ister for veterinary nurses and the associated 
disciplinary committee. Accountability is a key 
area in this change (Hamlin, 2011) and veteri-
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as the veterinarian and early in her career was 
not aware of the implications of her actions. 
This, however, would not be an exceptable ex-
cuse, as Earle (2006) states that in law, an in-
dividual must take responsibility for their own 
actions. Prior to undertaking any procedure 
an RVN must ensure that they have the cor-
rect skills, competence and authority to carry 
out that task. The fact that the elderly owner 
allowed her daughter to bring her dog to the 
practice, displays some element of owner con-
sent. But under the circumstances, with the 
severity of the outcome of euthanasia, a much 
higher standard than ‘implied consent’ needs 
to be employed.

Contract law
Earle (2006) argues that consent is evidence 
that a contract exists between the veteri-
nary practice and the client; furthermore, 
Dye (2006) states that consent to treatment 
can be described as the client entering into 
a contract with the veterinary surgeon and 
practice. However in this case the point of 
consent is not established, therefore, does a 
contract exist?

There are four essential criteria for estab-
lishment of a contract:

 z Capacity — ability to understand actions 
entered into
 z Intention to be legally bound — both par-
ties intent on entering into binding agree-
ment
 z Offer and acceptance — one party makes 
an offer, another party accepts said offer
 z Consideration — parties must exchange 
something of value.
Turner (2004) states that an offer can be de-

fined as ‘a statement of intent by the offerer 
to be legally bound by the terms of the offer if 
it is accepted, and the contract exists once ac-
ceptance has taken place’. Additionally, Dye 
(2006) states that by discussing estimated 
costs (which this veterinarian did, includ-
ing both treatment and euthanasia) the vet-
erinary sugeon is establishing consideration 
for the service, creating a contract with the 
client. Therefore one can argue that a con-
tract has taken place between the daughter 
and the practice, even though at this time no 




