
ANNUAL QUALITY IMPROVEMENT REPORT 2022/23 

Appendix 3:  External Examiners’ report 

BVetMed Year 3 

 

This appendix contains Year Leader’s responses to 2022/23 External Examiners’ comments and updates to actions from 

previous External Examiners’ reports.  

As Year Leader please ensure you reflect on External Examiners’ comments in the Course Review section.  Please ensure 

that any actions to be taken in response to these comments have been recorded in your Annual Quality Improvement 

Report. 

For support or advice please contact Ana Filipovic, Academic Quality Officer ‘Standards’, afilipovic@rvc.ac.uk, 

01707666938. 

  

Appendix 3 consists of: 

a. Updates to actions from previous years’ reports  

b. 2022/23 Collaborative Annual Report with responses from Year Leader.  

Report written by:  

Lead examiner: Dr John Keen 

 

Collaborating examiners: Dr Dan Batchelor, Prof David Barrett 

  

 

 

 

 

2021/22 action:  

 

External Examiners comments Year Leaders response Update: 

5.1   Do you have any 

suggestions for improvements 

based on experience at other 

institutes? We may use 

information provided in our 

annual external examining 

report: 

 

I would continue the general 

improvement in technical 

quality of items where needed 

(e.g remove or reduce 

unnecessary reading, keep 

options homogeneous and 

short, remove cues that can be 

picked up by test-wise 

candidates). 

Please carry on the high quality 

post-exam processes including 

question scrutiny. 

 

We will indeed keep working 

to improve and maintain the 

standard of this exam. a call 

has gone out for new 

questions, with clear 

instructions and advice on 

question writing. 

We are pleased that you feel 

there was good information 

and support available, even if 

this was rather long in places 

on learn. We will look to see if 

we can get hold of historical 

data about questions.   

Action Required: 

Discussion with exams 

convener and exams team 

about analysis of historical 

data on questions. 

Action Deadline: 

01-Mar-2023 

 

Completed. Director of 

Assessment is currently 

updating Ripley and adding a 

facility score to all questions 

that have been used in the past 
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compensate to some extent between the Basic factual and Clinical reasoning papers, so long as they achieve 
50% overall. 

Action Required: 

 

Action Deadline: 

 

Action assigned to: 

 

    
 

  

 

     

 



     

 

Student performance 
 

  

     

  

Please comment, as appropriate, on: 
 

  

     

    

2.1   Students' performance in relation to those at a similar stage on comparable courses in other 
institutions, where this is known to you 

 

 

        

  

Student performance was as expected for this level and comparable to our College, with a good range of scores 
in all written components, and similar fail rate.  The failed candidates comprised  a mixture of those that had failed 





  

3.3   Consistency of the level of assessment with the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications 
(FHEQ) 

 

 

        

  

Assessments appropriate for a level 7 FHEQ qualification 
 

  

        

 

 
 

 

 
 

   

        

 

  

3.4   Standard of marking 
 

 

        

  

MCQs: exams are well proctored, despite being online remote.  Excellent QA process in place to scrutinise 
questions that have indices suggesting they are poorly performing/not discerning.  Robust and defensible 
(composite) method for creating cuts-off/pass mark scores 
Prof Studies: as noted above, amount of feedback to students on their performance is excellent, and marking is 
backed up by sampling by other examiners 

 

  

        

 

 
 

 

 



    

 

General Statements 
 

 

    

  

 
 

 

    

 



   

4.4   I was able to scrutinise an adequate sample of students’ work and marks to enable me to carry out 
my duties 

 

  



   

4.8   The standards of student performance are comparable with similar programmes or subjects in other 
UK institutions with which I am familiar 

 

  

          

   

Yes 
 

  

          

   

Additional comments, particularly if your answer was no: 
 

 

          

   

 
 

   

          

 

 
 

 

 
 

    

          

  

Prof D.B 

YES 
 

 

 

  

          

 

   

4.9   I have received enough training and support to carry out my role 
 

  

          

   

Yes 
 

  

          

   

Additional comments, particularly if your answer was no: 
 

 

          

   

 
 

   

          

 

 
 

 

 
 

    

          

  

Prof D.B 

YES 
 

 

 

  

          

 

   

4.10  I have received sufficient information to carry out my role (where information was insufficient, please 
give details) 

 

  

          

   

Yes 
 

  

          

   

Additional comments, particularly if your answer was no: 
 

 

          

   

As noted above: timely and useful information always provided 
 

   

          

 

 
 

 

 
 

    

          

  

Prof D.B 

YES 
 

 

 

  

          

 

   

4.11  Appropriate procedures and processes have been followed 
 

  

          

   

Yes 
 

  

          

   

Additional comments, particularly if your answer was no: 
 

 

          

   

 
 

   

          

 

 
 

 





     

 

Completion 
 

  

     

  



  

 


